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3 While a satisfactory isnad in itself did not always guarantee the

genuineness of a particular tradition. Robson, p.38.

" Among Western scholars the tendency has been to consider
isnads with great caution, if not downright skepticism, the
prevailing view being that they are a development of a later age
to support material which had come to be accepted as genuine.
That may be so in many, perhaps even in most cases, but the
present writer is not prepared to deny the genuineness of all
isnads. This study , however, does not seem to be as
fundamental as a study of the text of the traditions, The more
one studies isnads in an endeavour to judge the validity of
traditions, the more one feels oneself engaged in walking up a

R A



cul- de- sac. It therefore may be worth while to go to the
traditions themselves and consider certain types which occur
very frequently. Whether this will also prove to be a cul -de- sac
is a matter still to be discovered; all one can do at present is to
hope that it may lead somewhere.
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ENUMERATING DETALLS
Avery characteristic feature of the manner in which the Prophet
is represented as giving his teaching is his saying there are so
many things to which attention is drawn, and then detailing
them.
He says Islam is based on five things: the testimony that there is
no god but God and that Muhammad is His servant and
messenger.....The prophet said a muslim has five dutics towards
another muslim....He said there are five types of martyr.....
The method of mentioning a number before giving the details is
an excellent teaching method, which may really be one used by
the Prophet. It shold be noted, however, that this practice is not
confined to traditions in which the words of the Prophet are
quoted directly; it is used also where a companion says the
Prophet taught, prohibited, approved, or disapproved of so
many things. One wonders how far it may be assumed that the
Prophet really used this method, and how likely it may have

been that a good teaching method of later times was attributed
to him. Robson,p44-46.
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Robson, Tradition, The second Foundotion of Islam, m.w.41,19
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Robson, Standard Applied by Muslim Traditionists, BJR43, 1960.
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YASKING A COMPANION FOR INFORMATION
There are many traditions in which we are told of someone or
Some group of people coming to a companion to ask about some
detail regarding the Prophet's practice or teaching. In the early
days of Islam new converts would be anxious to gain
information about the Prophet, and others would wish to obtain
information from people who had the best opportunity of
acquiring it, but it is quite possible that ideas of a later period
were given authoritative currency by presenting them in this
way. Nevertheless there must be genuine traditions of this type,

however impossible it may seem to disentangle them. Robson,
P.47.

“1t is there fore perhaps sufficient here to draw attention to this

type of tradition without going in to any futher detail' Robson,
p.47.
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“DEMONSTRATING HOW THE PROPHET ACTED
Another type of tradition which mainly arises from a desire to
learn something from a companion is one in which the
companion demonstrates what the Prophet did or said in certain

circumstances. For example, Abdallah b.Zaid b. asim was asked
how the Prophet performed ablution, so he called for water and
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went through the process. One trouble about this tradition is
that there are different versions which do not agree in detail.

A tradition tells that Anas b. Malik stood opposite the head of a
dead man at his funeral,

Abdallah b.Mas'ud is reported as saying, when he had
completed the lapidation of the largest jamra, Another tradition
tells that Ibn 'umar would perform the lapidation of the three
jamras,

Ali is reported to have called for water after having held a
session in kufa. He then declared that some objected to people
drinking while standing, but that he had seen the Prophet do as
he had done.

I must confess that I view such traditions with great suspicion,
as I feel that instead of demonstrating what the Prophet did they
probably demonstrated methods of disagreeing with what
certain sections of the community did.

(O gmigy) J6
"One trouble about this tradition is that there are different
Versions which do not agree in detail"" Robson,P.47.
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ASKING THE MEANING OF WORDS
Quite frequently a word or a phrase which is evidently
unfamiliar to the hearers is used in a tradition. It is perhaps
Unnecessary to detail such instances, as there is nothing
significant in the separate examples. One wonders whether such
€xamples really represent something which happened in the
Prophet's day, or whether they indicate ignorance on the part of
People of a later time regarding certain words and phrases.
Robson,P.48.
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* DOUBT ABOUT SOME DETAIL
Very often alternative words are given, the reason presumably
being that the transmitter does not know which word was used,
and does not wish to transmit something erroneous. The matter
in doubt may be something of no real significance, e.g. whether
the Prophet said faces "or ""nostrils ear or "ears" inverted" or
""turned round camphor or ""some camphor" my people or
"Muhammad's people",
At other times the doubt may affect something A little more
important, e.g. whether something happened on the day of
sacrifice or on the day of breaking the fast, whether the Prophet

recited sura iv, or sura v at night, whether a remark was made
by 'Aisha or by another of the Prphet's wives,
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Sometimes the doubt is expressed by the careful way in which
something is transmitted. Robson, P. 49.
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' One does not quite know what to make of these
occurrences. Do they really represent a great desire for
accuracy, and are we to understand that where no doubt is
expressed we can accept the transmission as accurate? Or is

this just a device to make it appear that the transmitters are
very careful? Robson, P.49
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As space is limited, and as this is only a preliminary study,
this article will not attempt to prove anything. Its purpose is
to give examples showing that there are some recurrent
forms in which traditions are presented. Robsen, p.39.

[0z B

As said earlier, no attempt is here made to prove anything;

the purpose of the article is simply to indicate a line of

reésearch which could possibly produce some results.
Robson, P.50.
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The more one studies isnads in an endeavour to judge the
validity of traditions, the more one feels oneself engaged in
walking up a cul-de-sac. It Robson, P.39.

At

20 4o 9 Ju

It is therefore hoped that someone will undertake it and that
when he does so he will not have the disappointment of
finding himself in a blind alley. Robson, P.50.
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